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Article d | the concept of imamah millah of ibrahim 
part 3: from amongst the aspects of this great 
millah that have begun to fade from within the souls 
of many people and be viewed as nothing more than 
fantasy, is the notion that the muslim ummah 
(nation) should strive to be united behind a single 
imam (leeader), fighting under his banner and 
empowering him to gaurd the landmarks of this 
religion and implement the shari'ah (law) of Allah. 
This, in reality, was a result of secularism pervading 
the peoples intellects in our era, separating between 
religion and state, and between shari'ah and 
governance, and treating the quran as a book 
chanting and recitation rather than a book of 
givernance, legislation, and enforcement. This 
environment had an effect on the du'at (callers to 
Allah), who began continuallly reassuring the people 
that the sincere ones amongst them had absolutely 
no aspirations towards positions of rule and 
authority. It was as if being a dai'yah (caller to Allah) 
subjugated in prison of a taghut (tyrant rulling by 


manmade law)was a role to be satisfied with, as 
long as one was making takfir of the taghut and 
takfir of those fighting for the cause of taghut. This 
subjugated dai'yah would begin to favor this role 
over living freely in the shade of muslim imam, 
calling others to him, and helping to consolidate his 
position. These du'at could'nt grasp the idea that 
islam could have a state and an imam, nor could 
they begin to understatnd what it would cost to 
achieve this. It was if they'd never studied the 
history of islam and learned what this endeavour 
would require of us in terms of blood. It was as if 
they werent aware that amongst those who are 
liable to have their blood shed for the sake of this 
cause are fellow muslims who testify that la ilaha 
illallah. However, these muslims are renegades 
whom it's permissible to fight, and for no reason 
other than the fact that they refuse to give bay'ah 
(allegiance) to one imam or another. Moreover, had 
the imam left them alone after having been 
appointed to his position and let them continue their 
rebellion and division, he would be sinful and would 
not be acting aincerely towards his muslim citizens. 
Allah (subhanahu wa ta'ala) bestowed imamah upon 
his khalil (close friend) ibrahim (peace be upon him) 


as a gift. He says, "and (remember) when ibrahim 
was tried by his lord with certain words (i.e. 
commands) and he fulfilled them. (Allah) said, 
indeed, i will make you a leeader for mankind. 
(Ibrahim) pleaded, 'and also (leeaders) from my 
offspring. (Allah) said, my covenant does not 
include the wrongdoers:) [Al-Baqarah: 124] so the 
reward he recieved from Allah for fulfilling the 
commands he was tried with, was that he was 
granted the position of imamah, and was favored by 
Allah and honored by him through this position. 
Moreover, the imamah mentioned in the above verse 
is'nt simply referring to imamah im religious affairs, 
as many would wish to interpret. Rather its inclusive 
of imamah in political affairs, which many religious 
people have shunned and avoided on account of the 
hardship it entails itself and on account of the 
hardship entailed in working to establish it. 
Furthermore, the people today have failed to 
understand that imamah in religious affairs can not 
be properly established unless the people of truth 
first achieve comprehensive political imamah over 
the lands and the people. As for an individual from 
this ummah attempting to enjoy some limited 
freedoms in da'wah (preaching) under the rule of the 


tawaghit (kafir tyrants), or seeking protection from 
them for the purpose of conveying his da'wah, then 
he's merely jumping out of the frying pan and into 
the fire. This is also akin to one who stretches his 
hands towards water (from afar, calling it) to reach 
his mouth, but it will never reach it (such). What 
leeads us to include both types of leeadership, 
political and religious, when defining the imamah 
granted to ibrahim (peace be upon him) in the 
aforementioned verse is that there's no doubt that 
the arabic language and the shari'ah have presented 
both meanings. As such, interpreting a single word 
to include the numerous, no-contradictory meanings 
that it can carry is without a doubt the correct 
approach here.page 24 and 25 


